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Hi Everyone, welcome to Winter.  I feel that we didn’t get a real Autumn this year but what
a great summer we had. Let us hope that winter treats us a little bit kindly though after the
weather of the last few days Im not holding my breath!! Great for photos but not so good
for horses!!

Mt Tongariro and Mt Ngauruhoe after the snow on 29th of May.
The Adult Riding Clubs AGM is on the week end of 8th and 9th June. Not far away at all! I
had better get packing as time has a habit of getting away from me. The program looks
interesting with a bus tour around the CBD and Quake City and a visit to Gypsy Royal Stud.

Hope to meet some new faces and have lots of discussions about horses and the NZ Riding
club.

Just a note, If you are sending me Club newsletters or Stories and Photos for putting in the
RRU could you please send to me in WORD format. I can convert to PDF (most of the time)
but have lots of trouble converting from PDF to Word. Thank you.

Take Care all and try to enjoy winter, its only 3 months till spring!!



News from other clubs

Taupo Adult Riding Club

Yet another successful Le Trek this year held at Whakaipo Bay, the scenery and setting were stunning for locals and
visitors a like.  We were so lucky the weather as the forecast had looked rather dodgy, but it was mild and dry we
couldn’t ask for more! Laurie Burdett and the Taupo Orienteering Club did a fantastic job of organising the maps and
setting the course.  There were plenty of challenges for all levels of riders with the terrain and map reading skills (or
lack of in my case)!  I personally being on a very green broken horse really enjoyed the challenge of the obstacle
course and orienteering that followed.  It’s an event I think is fantastic for all who love horses, a social day out
without the pressure of competition, it was great to see so many new faces.  Thanks again to those who worked so
hard on this event especially Laurie Burdett (fantastic job) looking forward to next year’s!

Taupo Adult Riding Club celebrated Anzac day with apples and carrots for the horses following a short rally then we
riders celebrated with carrot cake ,wine and some good laughs.



Hamilton Older Riders Social Equitation Club Incorporated

H.O.R.S.E Club

Country Gymkhana Report

Good weather, good friends, good horses, and an excellent judge (not to mention good food and wine to follow)...
what more could we ask for! Eight Club members turned up at my place with their loyal and noble steeds, to prepare
for whatever lay ahead. Some horses were prepared and brushed to within an inch of their life, whilst others (sorry
Arnie) were dragged out of the paddock minutes before the start of the gymkhana!

Our esteemed judge was Diane Kearvell – who brought her vast experience in both adult riding club and pony club,
to run a tight ship, and ably sort out the winners from the “others”. Her judging was thorough, consistent and
positive at all times.

Jill arrived on foot to support the riders, and take photographs (and many thanks to John Pratt who made a quick
Emergency dash to deliver some more ribbons to us).

Classes started at a slow pace, with best walking horse (deemed a race by our judge). As we built in confidence, so
did the pace of the classes (always with safety in mind). We were put through our paces, and skills, such as riding on
a long rein, picking up sacks, and riding in pairs. The afternoon progressed into the jumping classes, with a scary
“water” jump, logs, and round the ring, finishing with tip and out.

The ribbons were well shared out amongst the riders, and we were kept in suspense as to who was the overall points
winner.

After making our horses comfortable, we all went to the garden for a shared lunch and a few wines, then had a
prizegiving to present trophies, and a thank you gift to our judge. Debbie

I apologise to HORSE Club. When I converted to Word to get the photos they all turned a funny colour and were
unusable!!
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Maggi and I at McLeans Island, Christchurch,  for Harris, Pegasus and SITE
Easter 2013

Watching the weather forecast on the TV, with Jim talking about chill factors, snow, rain…don’t you just love the
naughty winter talk.

Well, SITE is all over and done with, I didn’t get much response to my suggestion that for 2014, SITE is co-hosted by
clubs.  Thanks to SRRC for your positive affirmation and offer of help…come on the rest of you guys, help me out
before the AGM,  ideas for how, when and where would you like to see SITE for 2014.

Anyone wanting to see the fab photos of SITE, Pegasus and Harris, hook onto the following website:  Krystal Merry
photography.  Happy viewing.

If you haven’t already done so, make sure that you get your nominations in for the National Committee, before the
closing date next month.  Also, if you want, nominate who you want to give your proxy vote to and guide them as to
what you want them to use your vote for…

I broke one of my golden rules last weekend, I rode in the RAIN.  Actually, I more than rode, I show jumped.  By the
time I had finished my three rounds of jumping, I was soaked through, my gear  (saddle mainly) has finally dried and
is waiting to be saddle-soaped. Anna, who I went with, took her boots off and wrung out her socks.  It was nice to
get home and have a hot shower.  I was really pleased with my mare, (not the one I took to SITE,)  in that she
couldn’t have cared less about the sand hitting her belly or trotting and cantering through the puddles on both the
approach and landing of the jumps OR the rain coming straight down or at an angle.  Neither was she worried about
the emergency services playing firemen, cops and ambos at the airport next door.  Fire, sirens and
people….distractions galore.  Actually, is was rather quiet at the venue, usually there are helicopters, parachutists
and micro-lights as well.  There’s pictures on Gary Wells face book page, showing just how wet it was, and a couple
of good photos of Anna on her coloured horse.

Luckily there was no flooding with this lot of rain.  My family got caught up in the flooding that happened in Stoke,
two of my brothers had water go into their houses, but luckily no major damage, and my son had water go through
his work place.  I spent a couple of hours helping him wash floors, get rid of wet boxes and moving product, but he
was lucky, there was no lost stock (he makes Pope jam).  Workplaces next door and on all sides were destroyed with
up to 50cm of water, mud and slush going through their workplaces.



Earlier this year, I completed a nutrition course, run by the University of Edinburgh.  It was a free, on-line course and
really interesting.  I did it because I have a horse that is laminitic and they covered this subject.  It’s possible that they
are going to run it again in the near future, so keep an eye on Coursera.org. if you think it is something that would
be of interest to you.  Very simple, with video and course notes that are downloadable, and a quiz each week and
final exam, each with 3 allowable attempts.  Pass mark 60%..pretty hard to fail when you can have three goes at
each test.  Nice certificate upon completion.  Busy this year doing a Farrier paper through Telford, last year I did an
Equestrian Certificate with them.  Just like to keep the mind active.  Remember , NZRC has a Riding and Road Safety
certificate available for riders to complete.  Check out details on the NZRC web site.

Have you posted anything on the NZRC face-book page yet? There are pictures of NITE and SITE but it would be nice
to see photos of local happenings being run at your club.  Be good to see pictures of what is happening all around
the country, you cant all be hibernating yet, surely.

(It also helps other clubs get ideas for what they can do for their members.)

OK that’s my ramble for now…take care out there, don’t let the weather get the better of you and remember, every
day above ground is a good day.

Rosemary.



Unsung Soldiers. Waikato Times 24/4/13
Every year on April 25th, people gather across New Zealand to remember, mourn and celebrate the lives of the brave men who lost
their lives fighting for our country.

But at most ceremonies, there is little mention of some very special soldiers - many of which boarded a boat and never saw the
green grass of New Zealand ever again. These unsung soldiers were the horses that went to war.

The Waikato Combined Equestrian Groups secretary and North Island Vice President of the NZ riding Club, Noeline Jeffries said
10,000 horses left New Zealand to serve in the wars, with only four returning home.

''The troopers had to shoot their horses because they couldn't bring them home. They were devastated,'' she said.

This year to remember the horses the Waikato Combined Equestrian Group has organised a fundraising dressage practice day,
with all proceeds going to the RSA in the hope of raising enough for a memorial for the horses that lost their lives.

Every competitor in tomorrows event will pay an entry fee and receive a "War Memorial Ribbon".

A former Mounted Rifleman has backed the move, saying he believes the horses should be recognised as they served just as the
men did.

98-year-old war veteran Dudley Loriner was trained on horses as a volunteer before serving with the 21st battalion in a two-year-
stint in the Second World War.

''I think it's a good idea for the very good reason that they served and they were shot. There was a lot of grief among the mounted
riflemen,'' he said.

Although he didn't serve on horseback, he remembers the love he felt and continues to feel for the horses.

Mrs Jeffries said a lot of people have registered their interest in the event, with organisers needing to open more arenas, get more
judges and order a lot more ribbons.

''Hopefully it will be an annual event and I'd like to challenge all the equestrian clubs of New Zealand to do something similar,'' she
said.

Old horse, new ribbon: Waikato Combined Equestrian Group secretary Noeline Jeffries gives
25-year-old Ritchie a ribbon to commemorate the horses lost in war. The ribbons will be given to those who enter in the dressage
practice day tomorrow.



Teleconference
Your place

10 April 2013

Conference Opened 7.30pm

PRESENT: John Flintoff, Bev Birkett, Glenda Schumacher, Evelyn Cooper, Donna
Harley, Andrea Parker, Judy Williams, Christine Christian, John Moore, Marilyn
Montgomery, Vicky Siddall,

APOLOGIES: Heather Cooper, Noeline Jeffries, Helen Hansen,

MINUTES: Previous minutes were read.   Corrections…
To read: NITE. …if Taupo could not find a club to run the cross-country phase then
some-one could run another jumping phase.
General Business…. Rider’s and Road Safety Handbook are now on the website.
NITE There is till one compulsory phase.
Bev/Glenda

MATTERS ARISING:
Andrea to contact Helen to find out when she can get her old records to John for sorting.
Also if she can take a photo of the banner with past president.  If anyone has any
information about past presidents could this be given to Christine as well.

Financial:
NZ Riding Clubs main account $4,905.81
NZ Riding Clubs Savings Acc   $5,494.67
Term Deposit                            $5,087.12
Bridleways of NZ Main acc       $ 144.08
Bridleways of NZ Savings acc $5, 39.56

Moved/Seconded: Judy Williams/Glenda Schumacher

Expenses:

Expenses for this teleconference have been approved.
Moved/Seconded: Evelyn/John F

Correspondence

North Loburn has sent a letter to Rosemary about hosting SITE for 2014 in Nelson.
There has been a discussion about the distance for teams traveling to Nelson.  We will
discuss this further at our next meeting.

General Business

Christine has been pricing self standing tear drop flags.  They come with carry case,
pole and base.  The one we would be interested in is 2.2 meters tall.  Price approx
$295-00 and an extra $65-00 for double sided.
We would like to have one for the South Island and one for the North Island.



Christine will get a quote for the design work and send out to the committee for
approval.  We would like to keep these simple with NZRC and our Logo on it.
Andrea to see if she can find NZRC Logo and get back to Christine.

It was discussed that we need to do more to help Jan Mossman get her signatures.  We
may need to get a reminder out to all clubs to help with this.  We can discuss this at our
next meeting.

Heather has advised that the Riders Roundup will be out within the next day or so.  She
was just holding it for the SITE results.

The AGM is on the 8 and 9 June 2013.  Could everyone email Christine with their flights
etc.  Any special requests please get in contact with Christine and she will do her best to
help.  Springston ARC will billet as many committee members as possible.
Could we please all think about how we can move NZRC forward in the Short Term,
Long Term, our Goals and our Vision for the future?  These will be discussed in June.

John Moore put a motion forward:
That the President set up a sub Committee for SITE/NITE for the betterment of the
future organization.  To look at the short term and long term goals.  To look at the size of
our National Committee and the positions they hold.
Seconded: Vicky.
Motion was denied.  This will be discussed in further detail at our next meeting.

John Moore also felt that Rule 6g was being treated as a joke.  Bev pointed out that this
is all voluntary positions and we need to be careful how we proceed with this.

NITE.
Bev will send a breakdown of expenses to Andrea for her records.
Bev thought that NITE went well this year, she was very proud of everyone pulling
together to make this work.  There was a very strong positive attitude amongst the
volunteers.
Donna commented that is was interesting to watch the different phase of Show Hunter.
The BBQ on the Saturday Night worked well.
Unfortunately there were not enough teams entered.  This may be due to financial hard
times, or the wrong date, or no cross country phase.
There was a profit of $722-00 made.

Donna and Andrea will go over to Levin ARC and help them with as much information
as they can.

SITE
Vicky gave a short run down on this.  She loves the venue and had a lot of positive
comments back from competitors. They, at this time, did not have all the financial figures
in yet.  They had only 6 teams entered.  Her committee worked well to bring this event
about.
Marilyn commented that the atmosphere was very positive and that SITE was the first
event for some riders.  This had given those riders a lot of self satisfaction and a good
sense of achievement.  The dinner on the Saturday night worked very well.  Marilyn also
commented that they have not had a debrief. She will wait until after their next meeting
before they can comment further on what worked well and what could be improved.
Donna commented that they will need to just check with the rule book when they are
deciding on phases and classes for their next SITE.  The rule book has everything
covered.
Andrea commented that they had a lovely time and were treated like queens.



On the negative side, there were not enough entries.

Bridleways: Bev gave a brief update on her endeavors over the last couple of months.
She has been disappointed on the vandalism of styles along the highway.  Maybe large
rocks need to replace the styles.  The same track has been kept mowed which is great.
Bev has also been in contact with the Energy Manager and has had talks about Wairake
Park.

Bev had lost her beloved horse recently and she let us know about the costs of burying
him.  She would like it brought to peoples attention in the Riders Roundup.  It certainly
pays to shop around for prices.  Unfortunately, this can be an emotional time so people
should be aware of costs before they need them.

Conference Closed: 8.20pm
Next Meeting: AGM. 8th and 9th June 2013.  Springston Club to Host in Christchurch



Article sent in by Bev.

SITE RESULTS

My apologies as for some reason these were
emitted from the last RRU. Well done
everyone.

SITE SATURDAY 30th & SUNDAY 31st

MARCH

FIRST

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE (Mixed Team)
Rosemary Lee-Oldfield R/L Blue Sky
Chloe Askew Rosie
Laura Marks Almost Famous
Claire Illes Golden Fawn

SECOND

PEGASUS PIRATES (Pegasus Riding Club)
Plesha Silcock Jacque
Ray Christian Autumn Rain
Emma Coutts Poppy
Louise Kerr Jagdtiger

THIRD

THE CRAZY LADIES (North Loburn Equestrian)
Leanne Dolan Charlie
Laura Spence Eeyore
Rachelle Friis Clive
Kay James Bailey

FOURTH

PEGASUS PLAYERS (Pegasus Riding Club)
Jenny Rouse Rosewood Ardashir
Dianne Lintott Southern Velvet
Christine Christian Sophies Choice
Sonya Williams Summer Blaze

FIFTH

CANTERBURY ROCKTACULARS (Canterbury Riding
Club)
Carolyn Houston Gymstar Swansong
Helen Pearey Foxy Wink
Tina Buick Sundowner Bay
Rosie Flynn Josh

SIXTH

THE EVER HOPEFULLS (North Loburn Equestrian)
Elaine Rutherford Grace
Angela Cameron Rock
Trudy Abernethy Smackie
Catherine Sellin Tango



Lifestyle or life sentence

By Rachel Wise

(Story courtesy of the Hastings Leader)

Ain't it always the way. The morning I have an early appointment at work, I wander out to the paddock and only two
horses have turned up for breakfast. Four would be better, since I actually have four. Where are the other two? A 10-
minute search locates them through the other side of the electric fence which has been brought down by gale force
winds overnight. Horse retrieval and relocation plus electric fence repair means I am late for work. Again. I have been
late due to stopping to pick up an injured pukeko from the road, stopping to pick up a possum that's been hit by a car
and taking it to the vet to be euthanased, stopping to check on a cast sheep in a roadside paddock, stopping to
untangle a horse from its ripped cover, stopping to catch a stray dog that's playing in traffic...And yes, that was
probably me who slammed my brakes on in front of you and leaped out of my car to escort the duck and ducklings
across the road. Sorry! I think the message here is that I should keep my eye on the road. And anyone who sees me
driving should take evasive action. Now I'm probably going to be pulled over by a policeman, having confessed I'm
not looking where I'm going. Mind you, there are other times when I should have been pulled over and I wasn't.
Like the Willow Tree Incident. During a drought, willow trees are great horse feed and I had taken the truck and
made a trip to a low-hanging willow tree I knew of. Except I got a bit carried away. I loaded the deck with willow
branches, then they sneaked onto the roof and draped over the cab, and I added one more and then another one
more succulent branch before I realised I'd over-done it. The Toyota looked like an overgrowth of undergrowth. I
struggled to find the door but I wasn't going to relinquish any of my branches, especially since I could see out of the
windscreen to drive. Sort of. I wasn't far from home so I tied the bulk of the windscreen-obscuring foliage to one side
with a piece of baling twine, peered through the rest and headed off, rustling loudly.
It was one of those times you hope you won't come across any other traffic, so it stands to reason that about four
cars went past on what's normally a quiet, dead-end road. That was fine _ they couldn't see who was driving, through
the leaves. And they probably couldn't identify the vehicle either. The policeman who drove past when I was stopped
at the give way sign, however... I saw him approaching and I tried to look inconspicuous. I hoped he wouldn't notice
there was a jungle pulled up at the intersection, indicating to turn left. He noticed. I watched as his glimpse turned to
a double-take and his gaze turned into a fixed stare. His mouth dropped open a little, he shook his head...and he
drove on. So did I, after waiting a while to make sure he wasn't coming back to give me a ticket for impersonating a
tree. The horses were very pleased to see me and my illicit overload. I have come to the conclusion that the
policeman can't have seen me after all _ my camouflage was so good. I may have to use it more often.


