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Riders Round Up 
Official Newsletter of New Zealand Riding Clubs and Bridleways Inc 

 

 

NITE 2008 
Planning for NITE 2008, which is being held in 
Taranaki, is underway. The entries will be out in 
October once the result of our funding applications 
come through. We are hoping to be able to 
significantly reduce entries cost from previous 
years. This will offset some of the travelling costs 
for the teams in the upper North Island. 

The Hawera A&P show grounds is a great venue 
for hosting this event as everything including the 
cross -country is on site. It has undergone 
extensive upgrade recently including new ablution 
blocks, yards and stables. All your shopping 
requirements are only just around the corner.  

We are looking forward to seeing you all there!  

 
Website of the Month 
If you need some equine humour check out this 
website www.bazzyboy.net It is a blog written by 
an ex race horse with attitude! The scary stuff 
section is particularly funny and something we can 
all relate to! 

 

Strange Horse Laws…………..  
  
It is illegal to fish from horseback in Washington D.C, Colorado, and Utah. 
 
In the state of Queensland, Australia, it is still constitutional law that all pubs 
(hotel/bar) must have a railing outside for patrons to tie up their horse. 

Marshalltown, Iowa, it is against the law for a horse to eat a fire hydrant. 
 
In South Carolina, no horses are allowed into Fountain Inn unless they are wearing 
pants. 

Editors Note 
Spring fever! The sun is 

shining, the grass is 
growing and the horses 
are very energized and 
not always in a rider 

friendly way! 

I’m sure everyone is keen 
to get out and about to 

club activities. Remember 
if your club is hosting an 
event or you have some 

interesting photos of some 
spring fever acrobatics 
email me so I can put 
them in the newsletter 

shontellegut@hotmail.com 

 Cheers 

Shontelle & Sheryl 
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Tall Tail Tales 
By Evelyn Cooper 

A good long tail full of volume is a horse or pony's crowning glory. Just look at a ring of 
show ponies or watch a class of show jumpers do their round and the 'great' tails stand 
out. Ask a thoroughbred owner their thoughts when they have to spend time and 
money attaching a false tail to their favorite mount because it has a less than 
distinguished tail! I remember one of our early riders buying a lovely pony, but the 
day after trying it out and before it arrived in town, it had been left in a paddock with 
calves and by the time the pony arrived in Ohakune it only had half a tail. A tail takes 
on average a year to reach it's full length and at the beginning of the season a short 
tail can be a major blow, to the riders' pride and joy. So BEWARE calves. 
 
One season we had a few weeks between rallies, possibly over school holidays, and a 
cute bay pony who normally had a very 'full' tail, arrived with a few wisps of long hair, 
a mere shadow of its former self. Enquiries revealed the owner loved brushing tails 
and had succeeded in removing most of it. So BEWARE over brushing and never use a 
dandy brush! 
 
Traditionally pony tails are plaited and horse tails are pulled. Some of you will know 
my old horse Silver, he is rising thirty years old, but still thinks he is a two year old! 
Anyway he always had a wonderful tail, which grows like mad, and as I was doing a 
lot of eventing and a little showing fifteen years ago, I decided that perhaps I should 
conform to tradition and pull his tail. He made no objection and all went well until, as 
I got lower I realised I had to pull out full length hair, and had I continued his 
beautiful tail may well have ended up a skinny wisp. I stopped and now had neither 
one thing nor the other and for some time had problems plaiting it, but of course it 
regrew and once again it is easy to plait. So BEWARE pulling tails if you want a 'full' 
tail! 
 
This same horse was on loan one season and with my blessing went to an A & P Show. 
Imagine my horror on arriving there to find the horse's tail had been 'shaved' because 
the rider could not plait it and a well intentioned person had taken the easy way out. 
So BEWARE letting you horse out of your sight or not making certain NO NOs very 
clear! Silver's tail is not as great as it was but at his age he can be forgiven for losing 
hair like most of us do! 
 
So how should tails be treated? For most of the time I maintain leave it well alone. A 
good brush on the top portion only with a body brush will help to stimulate its growth, 
but lower brushing will only pull out long hair. 
 
When the occasion demands wash the tail thoroughly with a mild detergent, shampoo 
or soap. Wet the tail very well with warm water, or a hose if the weather is not too 
cold. Apply the shampoo and massage well into the roots taking care to do the 
underside of the tail as well as on top. Continue on down the tail, applying shampoo as 
required, rubbing hard and rinsing off. The bottom portion may require several 
applications, rubbing and rinsing, especially is its colour is grey. A hose will ensure all 
the shampoo is rinsed out. A conditioner may be used to if light. 
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Now start combing the tail from the top but stop when it becomes too knotty. Next 
start from the bottom taking a small portion at a time, working your way up easing 
the knots up as you go - do NOT yank at it pulling out hair and breaking it as you go. 
If this is the first wash in over six months a lot of dead hair will fall out but his should 
not happen again during the season. If the tail needs trimming, now is the time to do 
it. It will trim off the dirtiest few centimeters ands personally I like the tail to hang to 
between the fetlocks and hocks. If possible ask someone to support the tail under the 
dock by raising it slightly before you trim as most horses hold their tail up a little 
when ridden. If you do not you may take off more than you intended. 
 
Plaiting the tail from below the dock will help keep it clean overnight, but secure it 
with two rubble bands in case one breaks. A tail bag attached to the cover can be used 
and the tail will not need plaiting unless you want a curly effect the next day. Another 
alternative is a 'rag' tail whereby each third of the plait is wrapped in a piece of cloth. 
This is tricky and needs practice, but you need three strips of cotton sheeting about 10 
centimeters wide and a little longer than the tail, sewn together at the top. You wrap 
each tail third in a piece of cloth as you plait and firmly tie it off at the end either by 
knotting the cloth or using rubber bands. A tail may be left like this for a day or two or 
redone daily if the competition is over a few days. 
 
If tails are to be brushed always use a body brush and do a portion at a time so the 
hairs are not broken. Do have it in good condition for special occasions and definitely 
for competitions. Good luck. 
 
 
Club News 

Coastal 
Adult Riding 

Club 
The CARC has been 
busy over the last 
couple of months 
holding a winter 

dressage series in 
conjunction with 
New Plymouth & 

Districts Adult 
Riding Club and a 

winter woollies 
Day, which was a 
low-key fun day. 

We have a 
gymkhana   and in-

hand day coming 
up in October. 

 

Winter Woollies Day……Tails featuring Sheryl Goble 
(left) & Colleen McGuinness. 
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Taupo ARC Mini Horse 
Trial Write Up 
 
Taupo adult riding club decided in their 
wisdom to run a mini horse trial, the 
idea came from an English friend of the 
president who did arena eventing in the 
winter in the UK. 
 The club adapted the format to 
something that was the equivelent of 
speed dating for eventing. 
A competitor starts at a given time and 
has 6 mins for each phase they all run 
consecutively so you are on your horse 
for 18 mins of pure fun and thrills 
without the waiting about of a normal 
horse trial. 
 
The Showjumping course and the Cross 
country course are a lot smaller 
(shorter) than a normal event but 
include all the obstacles you might 
normally encounter at a normal event. 
The scoring is completely different as 
the club decided that they wanted 
everyone to have the ability to complete 
the event without being eliminated. 
 
So with lots of planning in place and 
the course set up using the fantastic 
facilities at Reporoa pony club we 
waited for Sunday the 19th August to 
dawn bright and sunny....however the 
weather forecast all week had been for 
heavy rain clearing through the day.  
The day dawned bright and sunny and 
we can attribute this to Bev Birkett 
who had spent all week on bended 
knees asking the big guy for a beautiful 
day. And did the big guy come to the 
party? You bet ya he did. We couldn't 
have asked for a more beautiful spring 
day. There were 45 competitors and we 
started the first rider at 9.30 in the 
small class (70cm) and ran perfectly to 
time for the rest of the day. With 
classes at 85cm, 95cm and 1.05m. All 

members with horses managed to ride 
inbetween doing their official jobs for 
the day and everyone incuding all the 
competitiors said how nice it had been 
to arrive, know your time and complete 
a competition within 18 mins. 
 
The classes were split into adults and 
under 21s and we had fantastic 
sponsorship for the prizes for 
Annandale feeds and RD1 Reporoa 
Any other organisation wanting to run 
a similar event contact Liz Sanders 
(organiser) liz8andy@farmside.co.nz  
0211901869 
 
Photos for the event are also available 
on  www.takethemoment.co.nz 
 
We are hoping to run more mini events 
in January and August 08 so watch this 
space 
 
Liz Sanders 
 

H.O.R.S.E (Hamilton Older 
Riders Social Club) 
The H.O.R.S.E club is holding a ribbon 
day on the 14th October at the Waikato 
Equestrian Centre. This is a fundraiser 
to help send a team to NITE next year. 
All adult riders (over 18 years old) 
welcome for a fun day out. Any 
enquiries to Noeline Jefferies Ph 07 847 
7510 

Waimarino Riding Club 
I heard that NZRC committee member 
Evelyn Cooper from the Waimarino 
Riding Club attended the Taupo ARC 
mini horse trial and had a very 
successful day! 
 

Club Info Wanted……… 
If any clubs have events, stories or 
photos that they would like to share, 
please email them to me at 
shontellegut@hotmail.com 
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These ladies build horses out of scrap driftwood they find. Not 
only are they beautiful, but they are using what Mother Nature 

has left behind to create another form of art. 
  

  
    

  
      

 


