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Welcome to autumn!!!! 

What a great summer we have had but could 

be a hard winter if we don’t get some rain 

soon. I have never seen New Zealand so dry. 

AGM 8
th

 and 9
th

 of June 2013 

The AGM this year is being hosted by 

Springston Club in Christchurch at the 

ATCANZ Training Centre, 10 De Havilland 

Way, Christchurch.   

This is a very handy 7 minute walk from the 

Airport.  The AGM is on the 8th June 2013 at 

11am and the committee Meeting the 

following day starting 9am. All welcome. 

Delegate, Nomination forms and map are in 

the issue that can be printed out if you need 

them. 

N.I.T.E   

Will be held on 25 and 26th January 2014  

at  Foxton Racecourse (FOXTON SPORT 

HORSE GROUNDS) 

Competitors and Supporter's will be able to 

arrive on Friday 24th and for those wanting 

to stay and extra night on the Sunday, you'll 

be able to leave Monday 27th. 

ANZAC MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Remembering Bess and all the Lost 
War Horses. 

Anzac Day Service 
April 25 2014, 9 a.m. 

 

Forest Road (Off Parewanui Road) Bulls 



Over Easter weekend Springston Pleasure Riding Club Hosted three events; Harris Trophy , 
Pegasus Trophy and SITE ( South Island Teams’ Events) 
 
The weather was fabulous and the competitors were treated to two days of fun, challenges (a number of firsts for 
some riders) and fantastic team spirit.  I would like to thank all the riders for their support and genuine team spirit that 
made the weekend so successful. 
There were a few last minute adjustments well done Angela Cameron from North Loburn.Equestrian and Rosie Flynn 
from Canterbury Riding Club both rode borrowed horses on the day. 

 
HARRIS TROPHY RESULTS SATURDAY 30th MARCH 
 

                               Pegasus Posse. Winners of the Harris Trophy. 
 
 

Pegasus Posse  FIRST PLAC E                                            

Bronwyn Rickerby Waikawa Bay 

Xanthe Ashton Twelfth Night 

Kirsten Merentitis Welton Riley 

Emma Coutts Poppy                                                                      
                                                                                                               
 

Canterbury Dazzlers SECOND PLACE 

Debee Nunan Geovarnee 

Sue Benseman Kehilan Park Sunburst 

Linda Cocks Galatea 

Kylie Hunt Byways Broken Dreams 
 
 

The Crazy Ladies THIRD PLACE 

Leanne Dolan Charlie 

Laura Spence Eeyore 

Rachelle Friis Clive 

Kay James Bailey 

 

 

Canterbury Rocktaculars  FOURTH PLACE 
Tina Buick  Sundowner Bay 

Helen Pearey Foxy Wink 

Carolyn Houston Gymstar Swansong 

Rosie Flynn Josh 

 

 

Individual Dressage winners 

Winner A/B Tests Carolyn Houston 

Winner 1.1/1.3 Tests Debee Nunan 

Winner 1.5/1.6 Tests Rachelle Friis 



PEGASUS TROPHY RESULTS SATURDAY 30th MARCH 
 

        Spot the Difference. Winners of the Pegasus Trophy 

 
 
 

FIRST 

Spot the Difference 10 Rosemary Lee Oldfield R/L Blue Sky 

Spot the Difference 11 Claire Illes Golden Fawn 

Spot the Difference 36 Gabi Wolfer RJ 

Spot the Difference 12 Laura Marks Almost Famous 
 
 

SECOND 

Pegasus Pilots 18 Plesha Silcock Jacque 

Pegasus Pilots 30 Kirsten Merentitis Welton Riley 

Pegasus Pilots 19 Ray Christian Autumn Rain 

Pegasus Pilots 31 Bronwyn Rickerby Timmy 
 
 

THIRD 

Canterbury Rocktaculars 22 Carolyn Houston Gymstar Swansong 

Canterbury Rocktaculars 23 Helen Pearey Foxy Wink 

Canterbury Rocktaculars 24 Tina Buick Sundowner Bay 

Canterbury Rocktaculars 25 Rosie Flynn Rumba 
 
 

FOURTH 

The Crazy Ladies 6 Sarah Neill Holly 

The Crazy Ladies 9 Leanne Dolan Charlie 

The Crazy Ladies 7 Laura Spence Eeyore 

The Crazy Ladies 8 Rachelle Friis Clive 
 

 

                        

 



Lifestyle or life sentence  

By Rachel Wise 

Hawkes Bay Today’s Community Editor and PARC member. 

  

Thanks to a nice bloke called Dennis from The Tyre Shop, my borrowed little green pony cart is mobile. 
I have to point that out in case the pony and I get in anyone's road as we careen about the highways and byways. 
Dennis mended the tyre so it's all his fault. I rushed home after I collected the mended tyre, recruited the nearest 
family members _ a mum and a daughter _ and between us we worked out how to put a vintage wheel back onto a 
vintage wheel hub. It wasn't easy _ it seems that people in the 1930s had different tools to the ones I raided off 
Dave's workbench. The first attempt was very wobbly and would have caused an accident. The second was more 
promising, giving me enough confidence to fish the dusty black Shetland pony from her paddock, strap her into her 
purple harness and cram her portly frame between the shafts of the cart. That's where I had second thoughts ... I 
hadn't actually had this pony pulling a cart before. In fact, I wasn't sure she had ever pulled a cart before. 
Bad things can happen if a horse takes offence at having a rattling mode of transport strapped to it. Firstly the horse 
can go really fast to try and run away from the frightening cart. There's a scenario where the horse decides the cart is 
attacking it and defends itself ... by kicking the cart into bits and pieces. Swerving is also an option, which generally 
tips the cart over and they don't go so well on their sides. It also makes it hard to stay on board. So I did the most 
logical thing. I looked for a volunteer. 
My mother had backed away quietly. Eldest daughter was cowering behind her 1-year-old son. Youngest daughter 
looked at me all unsuspecting. ``What?'' I told her to go and strap on a helmet _ she had just volunteered to be a 
crash test dummy. Fortunately for her, the pony didn't bolt, much, and it was too chubby to kick or go fast enough to 
tip the cart over. There were a few teething problems with the steering but nothing major. Just a reluctance to turn 
left. 
Trotting around the paddock conquered, the next day we took to the road. The steering was still a bit dodgy but 
easily remedied by leaping from the cart, grabbing the pony and hauling her bodily round the corner. Ok, maybe not 
``easily'' remedied. Good fun though _ people waved, stared, and one bloke in a black car tried to run us over. The 
steering's improving now, which is just as well because the prospect of having to go everywhere executing only right 
hand turns was a bit concerning. Now there's just a simple matter of convincing the pony not to leap over road 
markings and we'll be sorted. I can laugh in the face of rising petrol prices, car registration and road user charges. 
Ok, I may only have a travelling range of about 5km from home, and a top speed of 12kmh, there's no boot space 
and I haven't worked out where to put my coffee cup ... I'm also wondering, where do I plug in my mobile phone 
charger? 

 

 

                                       

Youngest Daughter risking Life and Limb!!!!                                                 Where do I plug in my mobile phone charger? 



     2013  April 

NZRC Bridleways report (South Island) 

Well done Springston  RC and crew for such a fantastic Easter weekend.  The weather was perfect, the venue great 

and the activities well thought out.  Of course, my thoughts are rather biased, based on the final results, but I 

really think that you all deserve a great big pat on the back. 

Winter is on the way…my horses are getting fluffy but worse than that the mornings are dark when I go to work as 

are the evenings when I get home.  Mucking out by lamp light is such a pain. Hurry up summer…… 

The AGM is looming,  Remember it is in Christchurch this year and you are all invited.  If you cant make it in 

person, then make sure that you get your nominations in and/or give your proxy vote to someone you trust.  It 

can be hard to vote sometimes, because you don’t always know the people, but hopefully you have met some of 

the people who want to be on National Committee,  via the Riders Round up.  Still not sure, then go to our face 

book page (New Zealand Riding Club) and ask questions.   

Also on our face book listing are pictures from SITE/Pegasus/Harris competition.  The other place to find pictures 

of the weekend is Kristal Merry photography.  Not all the pictures are up yet, but Kristal has done a fantastic job 

so far.   

Regarding SITE…as you may or may not know, SITE was won by the Nelson Team: Spot the difference.  (Originally 

we were Team Appaloosa, but we couldn’t find a 4
th

 spotty horse, so we became Team Appaloosa Spot the 

Difference when the fourth horse was a skewbald, then we lost the skewbald and an appaloosa so we just became 

Spot the Difference…) waffle over……. 

Anyway  I have only had two replies to my email about dates for next year, and both replies basically said that you 

aren’t willing to travel.  That’s Ok, we appreciate that Nelson is the back of beyond.  We hold the event in 

Christchurch but as with NITE, there is shared hosting..i.e  Nelson looks after Admin, CRC look after Riding Club 

mount, Springston looks after 2 jumping events, (Pegasus and SITE) etc.  Its only an idea but would really 

appreciate feed back, positive or negative, we don’t mind but Claire and I would  really appreciate your help with 

this.  We couldn’t believe it when it was announced that we had won both Pegasus and SITE so now we are 

looking at ways to make sure that the momentum keeps going. 

Ok that’s enough for now, nothing about Bridleways but hopefully things to think about and a chance to have 

your say about next years calendar. 

Take care of yourself, enjoy the cooler morning, and if you are into hunting, hope you score a hare at each hunt 

and don’t fall off.  

Rosemary Lee-Oldfield 

  



Im still getting bits and pieces from people about the War Horses. Some more sippets 

below. 

Dear  Rodney,  

 I read your letters with an ache in my heart as i to believe that there is not enough reconision for the HORSE who  

went to war ,trusted their owners  and went against  their natural  instinct  of fright and flight  only to be slaughtered in 

a painfull way. 

  

A recent trip to England and France found me at museums  where  troopers and their horses stood in statue form and 

obviously held in great esteem for their efforts to have peace on earth.Also the horse is part of many many historic 

building and depicted as a well respected animal ,many standing high and proud in statue form in town squares etc. 

  

Each year around anzac day I gather some history re the couragous horses and get it  printed in the local paper as a 

reminder to those around of the HORSES worth. 

  

I believe  many people are aware of the horses contribution to life,turning the wheel etc and for the thousands of 

equestrians in our country who nuture and take care of them today...."THANKYOU "   

  

I will continue to do my bit and its great to know we have you doing yours 

  

Keep in touch  

  

Bev Birkett   Taupo  RIDING CLUB 

Below an email from Faye. 

Hi there, 

              It may be appreciated by the people concerned about the horses who carried their soldier’s during our involvement in 

the 1
st

 and 2
nd

 wars that there is a most interesting display at the Waiouru Museum at present. I recently spent 2 days reading 

books and enjoying the displays PLUS there is a DVD which you can purchase reflecting on this very subject. It has proven so 

popular that I had to order my copy as they were sold out !! Also, if any visitor to the museum wishes to read about or study any 

subject at all ( Including MANY volumes on the horses and their equipment etc. ) the people at the library are only too pleased 

to assist in any way they can. I can’t recommend this facility highly enough. They are endeavouring to ensure that the sad role 

these horses were forced to take on will never be forgotten. 

                Your sincerely, 

                            Faye Flintoff. 

 

From Rachel Who has been looking through her computer instead of doing her work!!!! Thank you. 

I found this - it was from 2010, but I think there have been other treks up there since, on Anzac Day. 

***They remembered the equine heroes of World War 1 at a unique Anzac Day service near Bulls yesterday. 
The service attracted about 50 people and focused on the cairn erected to the memory of Bess, one of the very few 
horses that came home after seeing service with the Mounted Rifles Regiment in 1914-18. Most of the horses taken 
overseas were either given away to people in the occupied countries or destroyed. But Bess, the mount of Colonel 
Guy Powles, returned home. 
More than 3000 horses went with the New Zealand Expeditionary Forces to north Africa, the Middle East and Europe, 
and Bess carried her master through some bloody campaigns. 
When the horse died in 1934, at a remarkable 24 years of age, Powles erected a monument to her in Forest Rd near 
Bulls. 
Fred Macdonald, of Otaki, and one of the organisers of yesterday's service, said they had already begun planning for 
next year's event but it would involve a lot of work. ``We're going to be talking to the Army but getting a whole lot of 
horses  involved is going to be difficult logistically and very expensive,'' Mr Macdonald said. 
He said the service had created ``phenomenal interest''._APN News & Media***  

Rachel Wise 
Editor, Hawke's Bay Community Newspapers 



 

 The ANZAC service at Bess's cairn in Bulls. 

 

Some more information I have found doing an internet search, ( and there is a lot more!!!) 

The memorial to 'Bess' near Flock House, Manawatu. During the First World War 'Bess', or Zelma, was the only horse to 

leave with the Main Body and eventually return to New Zealand. Her owner, Colonel Charles Guy Powles (1872-1951), 

erected this memorial in her honour. 

The horse, born in Martinborough in 1910, was given to the then-Captain Powles by its owner when he left with the Main 

Body in October 1914. She remained with Powles for the next six years, serving, as the memorial stone recounts, in 

Egypt 1915, Sinai 1916, Palestine 1917-18, France 1918, German 1919 and England 1920. She returned to New Zealand 

in July 1920. 

It was a remarkable tribute to both her stamina and her owner's consideration during those hot and arid periods in the 

desert. When Colonel Powles became principal of Flock House, he continued to ride 'Bess' until her death in 1934. 

The Arabic inscription on the reverse side of the memorial means 'In the Name of the Most High God'. 

There is another monument to 'Bess' – she is one of two horses on a statue to commemorate the Anzac mounted troops 

which was put up at Port Said in 1932. After sustaining damage during the 1956 Suez Crisis, it was re-erected at Albany, 

Western Australia. 

            

Directions to Bess’s Mermorial: Travel West from Bulls on Parewanui Road (towards Flock House) and turn right into 

Forest Road and the Memorial is a short distance along on the LEFT HAND side. 



I have just found this so thought I would add another page!!!!! 
 
The below is copied from website http://ww100.govt.nz/remembering-bess-the-horse#.UWhkN6KmiVU 
 
 
 

REMEMBERING BESS THE HORSE 

Join the Friends of Bess to remember New Zealand horses who served in the First World War. 

 

 

Memorial to Bess, near Bulls. 

Of the 3817 New Zealand horses that served during the war, only four returned home - including Bess. They and the thousands 

that never returned will be remembered at the Bess Memorial near Bulls on Anzac Day 2014 at 9 a.m. 

Event Details 

Anzac Day Service 
April 25 2014, 9 a.m. 

Forest Road (Off Parewanui Road) Bulls 

Remembering Bess 

During the First World War Bess, or Zelma, was the only horse to leave with the Main Body and eventually return to New 

Zealand. 

The Friends of Bess are hoping to publish an information book on Bess for WW100, and to improve the Memorial to Bess site for 

better public access and protection from the elements if funding can be obtained. 

Some more websites you may be interested in: 

http://www.nzmr.org/    New Zealand Mounted Rifles 

http://www.waimakariri.govt.nz/Libraries/Cemeteries/BIRCH_HILL.sflb.ashx    A pic of a graveyard in Canterbury 

where a plaque dedicated to the Men and Horses from Birch Hill Station can be found. 

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/horses/page-6  New Zealand Encyclopedia 

http://www.susanbrocker.com/Brave%20Bess.html  Book about Bess and where to buy it. 

http://www.historic.org.nz/TheRegister/RegisterSearch/RegisterResults.aspx?RID=7571  New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust 



"No knight has won Badminton"...a chat with Sir Mark Todd 

By Rachel Wise news@hbtoday.co.nz 

A powhiri and wero at Napier Airport last month were firsts for Sir Mark Todd. 
``I have never been greeted with a powhiri and a challenge before. It was lovely,'' he said. ``It was also great to 
have so many pony club kids there. If I can be an inspiration to them, it's all good.'' 
Sir Mark was in Hastings for four days, as a guest speaker and to compete in the New Zealand Speed Championship 
at the Horse of the Year Show. 
It has been eight years since he was last at the HOY. ``It was big then, but it's even bigger now. The show embraces 
nearly every equestrian discipline. Eventing wasn't a feature here last time I competed _ I showjumped and competed 
in the dressage. I'm delighted to see eventing represented here now.'' 
He was equally delighted to be back in Hawke's Bay, escaping the Northern Hemisphere winter if only for a few days. 
``We have the same problem as you're having here with the hard ground,'' he said, ``except ours is rock hard 
because it's frozen.'' 
Back in the UK, Sir Mark has 17 horses in work. ``I don't know how it got to that number,'' he said. ``I keep thinking 
I should slow down but I've never learned how to say no.'' 
He still works hard to stay successful, despite winning the Burleigh Horse Trials five times, the Badminton Horse trials 
four times and winning five Olympic medals. He was also voted Rider of the 20th Century by the International 
Federation for Equestrian Sports. 
There is always one more challenge, he says. ``I haven't won a team Olympic gold, and no knight has ever won 
Badminton, that would be a first. And having won four Badmintons, I'd like to make it five ...'' 
The constant challenges and the adrenalin rush of competing would keep him eventing ``until I'm not competitive 
any more. Then I will get back into racing or I'll train young riders.'' 
He's non-committal about whether that will be in New Zealand. 
``I really don't know yet if I will come back permanently. I'll definitely be back to enjoy the summers.'' 
Sir Mark said the calibre of New Zealand riders coming through the eventing ranks was strong. 
``Riding is accessible here and, from an early age, New Zealand youngsters get to ride across country, while their 
European counterparts are riding in indoor arenas. However, the sport has improved so much that you need to be 
good at everything, not just the cross-country phase. 
``It's the same with our Kiwi horses _ our thoroughbreds used to be the best horse for the job as they can gallop 
well. Now, they need to move and jump well, too. The Germans have the right idea purpose-breeding eventing horses 
but I still like a lot of thoroughbred in my eventers. They have the `up and go' that I want.'' 
Sir Mark returned to the UK on the Sunday of Horse of the Year and by Tuesday he was competing four horses in 
France. In May, he will be at Buckingham Palace for his investiture. 

Story and photo courtesy of Hawke's Bay Today 

 

TALKING HORSES: Hawke's Bay Today reporter and Pukahu Adult Riding Club member Rachel Wise had the 
opportunity to interview Sir Mark Todd at the Horse of the Year Show. 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRESSAGE PRACTICE DAY – THURSDAY 25
TH 

APRIL 2013 ANZAC DAY 
Pukete Road, Te Rapa, Hamilton 

We would like to ask all riders to give a gold coin donation which we will give to the RSA to put towards a 

memorial for the brave horses which died along side our soldiers – everyone riding on the day will receive a 

“Warhorse Memorial Ribbon” donated by Noeline Jeffries 

 

Come and ride through a test, please wear tidy attire, no jackets/plaiting necessary, boots & approved hats must 

be worn, qualified judges, collect your sheet from the writer once you have finished your test. 

 

START TIME: From 12.30am  COST: $12.00per test 

 

Class 1 - Intro – 0.1  Class 14 – L4 – 4.2 

Class 2 – Intro – 0.3  Class 15 – L4 – 4.4 

Class 3 – Intro – 0.4  Class 16 – L5 – 5.1 

Class 4 – L1 – 1.1  Class 17 – L5 – 5.2 

Class 5 – L1 – 1.2  Class 18 – L5 – 5.4 

Class 6 – L1 – 1.4  Class 19 – L6 - PSG 

Class 7 – L2 – 2.1  Class 20 – L7 - INT. 1 

Class 8 – L2 – 2.2  Class 21 – L8 – 8.1 

Class 9 – L2 – 2.4  Class 22 – L9 – GP 2009 

Class 10 – L3 – 3.1  Class 23 – HT – CCI3* 2009 

Class 11 – L3 – 3.2  Class 24 – HT – CCI2* 2009 

Class 12 – L3 – 3.4  Class 25 – HT – CCI1*2009 

Class 13 – L4 – 4.1  Class 26 – HT – B4 

 

ENTERING: Email your entry and pay on the day or direct credit payment into our 

Westpac Bank Account No. 03 0314 0183823 01 – with your name as a reference 

 

SCRATCHINGS: If you need to scratch please phone asap before the 25th April on 

07-8297069 or on the day 0274-949721, leave a message if you can’t get me 
 

CLOSING DATE: 20
th 

April 2013 by 3pm 
 

DRAW: This will be on our website www.horses.net.nz by 8pm on Monday 22
nd 

April 

2013 and will also be emailed through to you. 

 

FILL IN ALL DETAILS BELOW AND EMAIL TO -  gandmpaterson@xtra.co.nz - One Per Horse/Pony 

 

RIDERS NAME:   HORSES NAME:   
 

CLASSES:    
 

PHONE NO’S:   EMAIL ADDRESS:   

 

Queries to: Michelle Paterson 07-8297069 or above email address. 

 

Ribbons supplied by: Quality Presentations – Palmerston North 



 

A.G.M.  NOMINATION FORM 
(Must be returned by the 10 May 2013) 

 

OUR CLUB/I …........................................................................................................ 
  NOMINATE THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR  COMMITTEE; 

 
PRESIDENT............................................................................................................ 
 Address ............................................................................................... 

 
NORTH ISLAND 

VICE PRESIDENT................................................................................................. 
 Address.................................................................................................... 

 
SOUTH ISLAND 

VICE PRESIDENT................................................................................................. 
 Address.................................................................................................... 

 

SECRETARY.......................................................................................................... 

 Address................................................................................................... 
  

TREASURER.......................................................................................................... 
 Address.................................................................................................... 

 

BRIDLEWAYS CONVENOR................................................................................. 

 Address...................................................................................................... 

 

RIDERS ROUND-UP EDITOR.............................................................................. 
 Address................................................................................................ 
COMMITTEE  MEMBERS; 

Name   Address 

1).............................................................................................................................. 

2).............................................................................................................................. 

3).............................................................................................................................. 

4).............................................................................................................................. 

5).............................................................................................................................. 

6).............................................................................................................................. 

 
I/We declare that the above nominations have been nominated under proper meetings to the Rules and Constitution of this 

club and are the decision of the majority present; 

 

Signed Club President............................................................. 

 

Signed Club Secretary............................................................. 

 

  OR 

 

Signed by Life Member........................................................... 

NOTE:  ALL Nomination forms are to be sent/emailed to the Secretary BEFORE 10/5/2013 

NZRC Secretary/Treasurer 

Andrea Parker 

54a Makora Road 

Masterton 5810 

 

The NZRC Secretary will then ask each nominee if they are prepared to stand for the Committee position stated above. 

 
 
 

 



A.G.M.  DELEGATE  REGISTRATION 
(Must be returned before 10 May 2013) 

 

 

 

OUR CLUB/I........................................................................................................... 

Declare that the below Club Delegate/Proxy has been appointed under proper meetings conducted 

according to the Rules and Constitution of our Club and are the decision of the majority present. 

 

 

CLUB DELEGATE.............................................. 

 

Delegate's Signature........................................... 

 

 

 

A Club may appoint a Proxy Vote on their Club's behalf if they do not have a representative 

attending the AGM. 

CLUB PROXY.................................................... 

 

Proxy's Signature............................................... 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED BY CLUB PRESIDENT.................................................................... 

 

SIGNED BY CLUB SECRETARY................................................................... 

 

    OR 

 

SIGNED BY LIFE MEMBER......................................................................... 

 

 

NOTE:  All Delegate registrations must be sent/emailed to the Secretary 

BEFORE 10/5/13 
   

NZRC Secretary/Treasurer 

Andrea Parker 

54a Makora Road 

Masterton 5810 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


